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Upon opening, the Bellamy Commons
will become home for many, with all 30
affordable apartments already filled.
This space will also serve as the new
home for the Buffalo Black Achievers
Museum to share success stories of
Buffalo African Americans.

This project was a collaboration of
Federal, State, local, and private in-
vestment along with the aid of over $4
million in Federal low-income housing
tax credits. These credits encourage de-
velopment and construction in commu-
nities that are often neglected and in-
crease affordable housing options.

Developments like the Bellamy Com-
mons have the power to create, encour-
age, and empower more residential and
commercially integrated mneighbor-
hoods. A full community effort is
something we are no stranger to in
western New York. Over the years, it
has been a key in revitalizing our re-
gion.

It is time that we begin to see the
same development and much-needed in-
vestment in Buffalo’s east side neigh-
borhood.

——————

NATIONAL HUNGER ACTION
MONTH

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Hunger
Action Month. Throughout September,
families and advocates, volunteers and
experts, and community leaders and
elected officials have worked together
to highlight the problem of hunger in
this country.

This summer, I had the privilege of
seeing some of the great work being
done on the front lines in Indiana’s
Second District, and I brought their in-
sights back to Congress.

This month, the Agriculture Com-
mittee’s Nutrition Subcommittee,
which I chair, held its 17th hearing of
the 114th Congress examining the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, or SNAP. We looked at innova-
tive approaches States are taking to
help those who fall into the safety net
find good jobs and lift themselves out
of poverty. These hearings have laid
the groundwork for real reform.

Mr. Speaker, no one in this Nation
should go hungry, and that is why
House Republicans have a plan—a bet-
ter way—to fight poverty. Our plan
puts new ideas to the test so we can
stop the cycle of poverty and end hun-
ger in America.

———
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, here we
are a few short weeks before national
elections, so it is a good time to take
account of the outlandish flood of
money pouring into the Presidential
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campaign. The American people don’t
want this out-of-control spending any-
more.

Why should it cost 16 times more to
conduct an election in 2016 than it did
in 1980 in inflation-adjusted dollars?
The last time I looked, we still have
just one President, 100 Senators, and
435 Congressional Districts. So why the
outlandish increase in campaign spend-
ing?

The public gets sick and tired of the
TV campaign ads. It costs a fortune.
All the while, the public is becoming
more disillusioned and distrustful of
our very instruments of government.

We need campaign finance reform. It
is far too much that candidates have to
raise today. Actually, in 1980, it cost
$107 million for President Carter and
President Reagan to conduct that Pres-
idential campaign. Already this year,
$1.6 billion has been spent—16 times as
much as 1980.

It is no surprise that, of the largest
givers of the financial industry, not
one of them has gone to jail after the
financial crash of 2008.

My constitutional amendment, H.J.
Res. 38, grants Congress and our States
the power to set limits on the amounts
of contributions and expenditures with
respect to candidates in Federal, State,
and local elections.

So when the Presidential candidates
pass through your town, ask them ex-
actly what they intend to do about out-
of-control campaign spending and when
they intend to do it. How about mak-
ing campaign finance reform the first
bill they send up to Congress in 2017 as
H.R. 1.

————

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
with Breast Cancer Awareness Month
right around the corner, the time is
now to show American families that we
are working to end breast cancer. In
fact, we have a bill, H.R. 1197, the Ac-
celerating the End of Breast Cancer
Act, which has 273 bipartisan cospon-
sors.

It should be brought to the floor im-
mediately for debate and a vote. Why?
Because even with so much advance-
ment in medical research, a woman’s
chance of developing breast cancer has
increased from one in eleven in 1975 to
one in eight today. This year, over
40,000 women and over 400 men will die
of breast cancer in this country alone.

H.R. 1197 will focus on identifying
strategies for the primary prevention
of breast cancer and identifying meth-
ods to prevent breast cancer metas-
tasis, thereby saving lives. With such
broad bipartisan support, there is no
reason why the Accelerating the End of
Breast Cancer Act should not be
brought up for a vote as quickly as pos-
sible.
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I want to thank the large majority of
my colleagues for cosponsoring the Ac-
celerating the End of Breast Cancer
Act, and I encourage the Republican
leadership to bring H.R. 1197 to the
floor right away.

————

CONGRATULATING U.S. OLYMPIC
TEAM

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
the United States Olympic Team, some
of whom are visiting Capitol Hill
today.

This year’s team won 121 medals
overall to lead the world for the sixth
straight games and win the most med-
als in U.S. history. They won 46 gold, 37
silver, and 38 bronze. Notably, 61 of the
medals were brought home by Amer-
ican women.

Overall, 210 American athletes con-
tributed to the medal count, including
32 multiple medalists and 13 who won
multiple Gold Medals. Of the 27 sports
in which U.S. athletes competed, the
U.S. brought home hardware in 20, in-
cluding Overland Park’s own Jack
Sock taking home the gold in mixed
doubles in tennis with his partner,
Bethanie Mattek-Sands.

Mr. Speaker, this is the most deco-
rated team in U.S. history. I want to
congratulate all of the athletes for
their amazing performances on behalf
of our Nation and thank them for mak-
ing all of us proud here at home in the
United States of America.

O 1230

VETERANS OWED A DEBT OF
GRATITUDE

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
our Nation owes our veterans a debt of
gratitude for putting their lives on the
line, but too often, all we do is pay lip
service to our military heroes.

This past weekend, I hosted a vet-
erans housing symposium, where I con-
nected veterans with housing profes-
sionals and experts to answer questions
about their housing benefits, mortgage
options, and tax exemptions, and dis-
placement assistance. Our veterans
have earned our Nation’s gratitude,
and I urge this Congress to do more to
serve our military families.

In mentioning gratitude and service,
I would be remiss if I did not acknowl-
edge an outstanding and brilliant serv-
ant, Mimi Mesirow, who is moving on
after 20 years of service to the Second
Congressional District of Illinois.

Mimi was an original hire of the Hon-
orable Jesse Jackson, Jr., and was kind
enough to stay on and help me launch
my grant operation when I came to
Congress. Mimi secured millions of dol-
lars in funding for the Second District
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